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Hidden in the busy bustling central 

area of Chengdu are two quiet old 
alleys, which are like peaceful humble 
brothers, one by the other, who are 
all the time telling people history of 
ancient and weathered times with their 
remaining broken bricks and tiles.�
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and tiles�� There aren’t colorful neon 
signs or fashionable rock and roll, nor 
any modern high rises here, they’re 
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In the noisy and prosperous down-

town area of Chengdu, there hiding 
two old alleyways without war, they 
interdepended on each other parallelly 
like brothers, telling Vicissitudes with 
its dilapidated wall.�����
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Two old and tranquil alleys are 
retreated from the bustling and hus-
tling center of Chengdu, paralleling like 
twins dependent on each other.���
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Undisturbed by the hustle and 
bustle of the outside world, there are 
two old alleys inside the busy down-
town area of Chengdu, going side by 
side like interdependent brothers. The 
dilapidated buildings of black bricks 
and tiles in the alleys can easily arouse 
nostalgia of their long history. Without 
dazzling neon lights, go-ahead music, or 
modern high-rises, the site has become 
a magnet for young people of today.����������
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“Beers containing high levels of malted 

barley and hops are richest in silicon.”
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“After all this time, it’s a little weird. When 
I’m in China I deeply miss my hometown, 
but when I’m in US sometimes I feel like an 
outsider.”
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“Older people are becoming more comfort-
able with the online environment and young 
people in the meantime have moved on to 
social networking and text messaging.”
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Chengdu realized a GDP of 
RMB450 billion in 2009, a 14.7% 
increase over that of the previous 
year, according to statistics publi-
cized by local government at a press 
conference earlier this month.

The statistics noted a strong 
rebound of local industry in the 
later half of last year despite the 
slowdown at the beginning of the 
year due to the slack of large-scale 
industrial enterprises. The sectors 
of IT, pharmaceuticals, foodstuff, 
tobacco, machinery, petroleum 
and chemicals, metallurgy and 
construction materials accounted 
for 76.4% of the total size of the 
city’s industry.

Investment on fi xed-assets saw 
a signifi cant increase of 34% last 
year, especially on real estate, 
infrastructure and reconstruction 
projects.

The statistics also indicate that 
the per capita disposable income 
for city residents and rural popula-
tion reached RMB18, 659 and 
RMB7, 129 respectively, roughly a 
10% growth over that of the previ-
ous year.

A report from Chengdu Adminis-
tration for Industry and Commerce 
shows a remarkable growth in 
investment and the number of new 
registries of enterprises in the city 
in 2009. 

The report shows that the city 
had 95, 385 new enterprises in the 
past year, with 46 of boasting invest-
ment of over RMB100 million each 
and investment from outside the city 
amounting to RMB23.62 billion.

The indices of the report indicate 
the improving investment environ-
ment and industrial structure of 
Chengdu, said offi cials from the 
administration.

Chengdu donates for Haiti victims 

Chengdu Red Cross sent earlier this month a donation totaling of RMB738, 449 to Haiti govern-
ment for the earthquake victims in the country.

Last month Chengdu Red Cross published a proposal calling for donations for the suffering Haiti 
victims, which won active support by people of Chengdu. 

The Galaxy Road (Xinghan 
Road) reopened this week after a 
refurbishing project that features 
arts, history and cultures of the 
locality.

The facelift of the 975-meter-
long street, which is not far from 
Jiaotong University in north-
western Chengdu, started in 
September of last year and has 
changed the landscape, accord-
ing to offi cials of the government 
of Jinniu District. Greenbelts 
and artifi cial rockeries have been 
added and murals with themes of 
local cultural elements have been 
put on the walls along the street.

Rebecca Kopulsky, a 20-year-old college 
student from the USA, plays Guqin, a Chi-
nese traditional musical instrument, Feb. 
9, 2010. (above)

Rebecca has class with her teacher Mr. 
Zhang Jian. (right)

A fan of the Chinese culture, Rebecca 
began her research on Chinese classic 
music as a young girl and seven months 
ago she came to Chengdu to learn how to 
play Guqin in Sichuan Conservatory of Music.

“Chinese classic music has a unique feature; it shows a relationship 
between people and history. I can feel my mood connecting to the Guqin 
when I play it, and I can also feel harmony inside,” she said.
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Flower exhibitions at parks in 
Chengdu add colors to the Spring Fes-
tival auspiciousness and draw a large 
number of visitors as the holidays are 
drawing to an end.

The People’s Park and Culture Park, 
two of the most popular fl ower apprecia-

tion sites in the city, have seen increas-
ing fl ows to the parks. The fl ower show 
at the Culture Park features the theme 
of the Year of Tiger, while that at the 
People’s Park highlights rare species 
introduced from foreign lands and other 
cities of China. 

Singapore ushered in 
the Lunar New Year with 
a large-scale celebration 
featuring cultural elements 
from Chengdu.

The major event during 
the New Year holidays in 
Singapore, the celebration 
called the River Hong Bao 
and co-organized by the 
Singaporean and Chengdu 
governments, kicked off on 
the eve of Spring Festival 
on February 13. 

This year’s event, the 
24th in its row, put into 
highlights the traditional 
handicrafts from Chengdu 
and the city’s unique 
street food culture, which 
made a stir among local 
residents.

Performances, lan-
terns shows, exhibitions 
of handicrafts and foods 
from Chengdu were 
staged during the 9-day 
celebration. The event 
also attracted visitors 
from other southeastern 
Asian countries, including 
Malaysia and Indonesia.

Offi cials from Chengdu 
government attended the 
opening ceremony of the 
celebration and had talks 
with their Singaporean 
counterparts. Both parties 
agreed to further promote 
cooperation on economy and 
cultural exchange.

Statistics from Interna-
tional Enterprise Singapore 
indicate that the country 

has so far launched 240 
projects in Chengdu, with 
a total investment of $1.61 

billion. 182 Singaporean 
enterprises have settled in 
Chengdu. 

Chengdu, Singapore to strengthen

 ties as New Year festivity goes on

Flower shows send season’s greetings

City reports 14.7% 

GDP growth 

City sees investment increase 

Facelift of 

Galaxy Road 

Red wines bridge cultures for 

Valentine’s Day
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Valentine’s Day coincides with 
the start of the Chinese New Year 
this year which may explain why 
so many red wines have been 
fetching astronomical prices at 
recent auctions.

Both celebrations involve 
giving gifts and red is an espe-
cially auspicious color in Chinese 
tradition.

Auction houses sold more than 
$17 million in wines in January, 
mostly top growth Bordeaux and 
Burgundies. Many of the buyers 
were from Asia.

At Sotheby’s Hong Kong auc-
tion, a six-liter bottle of 1982 Cha-
teau Lafi te fetched nearly $47,000. 
At Acker Merrall & Condit’s 
two-day auction in the same city 
a dozen bottles of 1982 Chateau 
Petrus sold for $85,400, or about 
double its pre-sale estimate.

“Red is the color of happiness 
in Chinese culture and red is also 
the shade of Valentine’s Day,” said 
Belinda Chang, sommelier at The 
Modern, the acclaimed restaurant 
adjacent to the Museum of Modern 
Art in New York.

“The Chinese are indeed 
drinking more wine than ever and 
coming strong in the Bordeaux 
market,” she added.


